Date approved: 10/10/14 

American Massage Therapy Association - Georgia Chapter
Teleconference Meeting
September 8, 2014
7:30PM

Present:
VOTING:	Cindy Farrar, Ben Glosson, Vivian Davis, Sharon Remaly, Linda Christie, Loyce Kemp
NON-VOTING:	Karen Krotz, C.J. Lowe, Toni Roberts
OTHER:	

Absent:	Lisa Aspy, Dusty Graham, Stephanie Jackson

Called to order: 7:37pm
Welcome: Cindy Farrar
Roll Call: Linda Christie; established quorum
Agenda; approved as amended.
Minutes from last meeting, July 21, 2014; approved as amended.
Treasurer’s Report; four separate reports attached with call prep, reviewed by Cindy.

Officers’ Reports (sent earlier):
President Cindy Farrar
1st Vice President Ben Glosson
2nd Vice President Vivian Davis
3rd Vice President Sharon Remaly
Secretary Linda Christie
Treasurer Dusty Graham
Membership Secretary Loyce Kemp

Committee Reports (sent earlier):
Meeting Planning & Delegate Lisa Aspy
Newsletter Chair Stephanie Jackson
Alternate Delegate Karen Krotz
Awards & Delegate C.J. Lowe
E-Communications & Delegate Toni Roberts

Unfinished Business
Cindy reviewed both the Bruce Baltz class and Meet & Greet membership meeting in regard to costs, publicity and member relations. Both cost some money but were well worth it as far as returns with new faces for students and attendees in the meeting.

The Government Relations meeting was well attended considering there were only about two weeks of notice. Vivian reports that she has heard members can’t wait to have another meeting and get involved. Perhaps the next meeting could be late October.
Last week Cindy met with Leticia Allen from Atlanta School of Massage to present AMTA school membership information and to discuss the governmental relation concerns. Cindy shared the change with member chapter fees and Leticia asked how she could help; asked for an outline and for Cindy to send it in a letter. Leticia will send it to business contacts to help us with our efforts, including a letter writing campaign. She also suggested holding a fundraiser at the beginning of the year to help with government relations expenses.

Proposal for February education is an associate of Tracy Walton for eight CE hours. Cindy suggests having the eight hours on Saturday morning, ending in time to have the annual meeting with elections and awards then return for some kind of fundraising event for government relations. She asked us to keep that in mind and consider it for an alternative to the usual meeting.

Cindy met with Judy LeFave and two council members from Johns Creek last week. The two council members suggested Cindy submit the red line submission for the new ordinance. They strongly suggested not addressing the number of massage businesses or proximity to schools and such at this time. Cindy will get those red line items to them before she leaves for Denver, hopefully to be in time for its October meeting. They are still very interested in coming up with a model ordinance.

Ben has been in communication with Stan Jones following the government relations meeting. We are very close to having a final proposal with Nelson Mullins. We started with $3,500 per month lobbying fee which was too high for our budget. Cindy has negotiated a proposal which is $2,250 which would cover lobbying and four hours per month of legal advice. In the event if it exceeded 16 hours per quarter, they would let us know we were getting close. If we still need additional time it would be billed at $250 per hour, which is the normal billable rate.

For October we are sitting at between 15 and 20 students, not all have registered yet. It is an additional $20 if someone waits until the last minute. Judith is really excited about presenting. Cindy has received the airfare reservations. June 2015 is Joe Muscolino; his associate has just confirmed with her.

Jen Hartley sent an email with information about a burn and scar class. Cindy wants to approach her for presenting in September 2015. She has family in the area and may have lower expenses for hotel and food even if the airfare might be higher to get her here from San Diego.

We need to get a Nominations Committee in place to have a year around concern. This should be a recruiting body to avoid nominations from the floor as well as the mad rush looking for folks to commit to running for a position. Cindy requested CJ have a committee to help with awards; Karen agreed to join her. When we return from convention we need to get an application together for award nominations, as well.

The first digital newsletter went out recently. Stephanie had a large learning curve with Constant Contact and it will continue to be an evolving project. She has been helping with email blasts and a few other efforts within the chapter.

Vivian led a discussion on the reimbursement committee’s submission for updated policy.
MOTION: 2014-09#01 “make an amendment to the Reimbursement Committee proposed policy, 6ai, to read ‘National Board of Director’s meeting through the Saturday night dinner dance,” Ben moves; Loyce seconds; motion carries.

MOTION: 2014-09#02 “add the letter ‘f’ to numeral 6 to include “other expenses as approved by the board,” Ben moves; Sharon seconds; motion carries.

MOTION: 2014-09#03 “make the Reimbursement Committee’s proposed policy official as amended,” Linda moves; Ben seconds; motion carries.

Cindy reminded us to make sure we print out our registration information for National Convention as we have a record number of attendees to avoid errors. She would like to have a lunch together with the Board after the opening ceremony. She will extend an invitation to all other Georgia members who will attend at their individual expense. Leadership training changes can be made on site if anyone wishes to switch sessions.

Cindy would like to have a face to face board meeting in October, preferably Friday night before the class, October 10th around 7:30. We are to consider this and let her know. Board members and chairs who are far enough away will be allowed to stay overnight at the chapter’s expense.

New Business
None at this time.

Announcements
None at this time.

Next meeting will be October 10, 2014 (potentially).

Meeting adjourned at 9:16pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Christie, Chapter Secretary
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